Is Health Care Reform the Civil Rights Issue of Our Time?
Imagine: 

One morning, you’re rushing down the stairs. At the bottom of the stairway, you see a young woman lying on the floor, bleeding and with a broken arm. As she sits up, you ask where her doctor’s office is located so can help her there. She timidly answers, “No, I can’t go to a doctor. I don’t have health insurance.” 

This is a true story. And even if you’re thinking the story is irrelevant to your life because you are currently insured, you could still be affected by the uninsured crisis. Over 33% of Americans will not have health care coverage at some point in their lives. 
Instead of worrying about our health, we are worrying about how to pay for it. 
Unlike education, health is not a right in the United States. So just like we fought for equal access to education in the 60s, today we are fighting for the same right for health care. Currently, health care is a privilege for those who have money, a job with benefits, or the qualifications to be covered under Medicaid or Medicare. It’s a myth that uninsured Americans are lazy or jobless. In reality they are your neighbors, family members, and you.

Americans are vehemently demanding change for equal access to and better quality of health care based on the moral imperative for health care reform: that it is immoral to deny access to health care because of a person’s income level, education, or race. In the 2008 presidential election, health care was one of the top three issues for voters. However, some are still hesitant to speak out for change because health policy is messy, complicated, and often difficult to understand. But one group’s message is clear: 

US based health care must change now because the system is inefficient, costly, and most importantly, immoral.
40 national faith organizations have come together to plan the largest faith-inspired mobilization to ever happen around health care reform. An Interfaith Service of Witness and Prayer for Health Care for All will be held on June 24th, 2009 from 5 – 7  PM at Washington DC’s Freedom Plaza (13th and Pennsylvania, near the Metro Center stop). If you can, please come early at 4 pm for a health fair and gathering activities. Late-arrivals also welcome.
Join the effort! There are several ways you can help create change.  Please visit the event website today:  www.WeBelieveTogether.org
1) Attend the event to let us know we'll see you in Washington, DC.  

2) Host an “echo event” the week of June 19th.

3) Blog about health care reform and/or about this event. Spread the word!

Health care is a human right, and it’s time we make it a reality for all of us. 
