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Health Care Reform:

A Matter of Responsibility, Faith, and Justice

ELCA Social Statement on Health and Health Care

In 2003, the ELCA adopted a social statement on health and health care entitled, “Caring for Health: Our Shared Endeavor,” 
 which affirms that the “Christian Church is called to be an active participant in fashioning a just and effective health care system.”   The social statement expresses support for the following:

· a comprehensive approach to health care as a shared endeavor among individuals, churches, government, and the wider society; 

· a vision of health care and healing that includes individual, church, and social responsibilities; 

· a vision of a health care system that is based on understanding health, illness, healing, and health care within a coherent set of services; 

· equitable access for all people to basic health care services and to the benefits of public health efforts; 

· faithful moral discernment guiding individual participation and public policymaking in health care services. 
It affirms that “we of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America have an enduring commitment to work for and support health care for all people as a shared endeavor.”  At minimum, that means “each person should have ready access to basic health care services that include preventive, acute, and chronic physical and mental health care at an affordable cost.”
With this in mind, we ask for the following:

1. First and foremost, we believe our elected officials must pass health care reform this year. Our health care system is sick, and nursing it to health must happen now. The cost of inaction – to our nation’s health and its economy – is simply too great. Any delay could mean an opportunity for reform lost for a generation.  

2. In keeping with our faith, we are especially concerned that any health care reform must protect the most vulnerable. This belief is rooted in the biblical call to heal the sick and to serve “the least of these,” our concern for human life and dignity, and the principle of the common good.

3. Finally, we believe that health care reform must be comprehensive, meaning that it must:
· Cover everyone, so that no person relies on an emergency room for their health care or delays treatment because they lack insurance or have been denied coverage;

· Provide quality health coverage choices that are truly affordable to all families regardless of income;

· Protect and enhance the health of lower-income families and children by strengthening Medicaid and SCHIP; 
· Allow people to receive appropriate long-term services and supports that respect their individual choices and needs; and

· Rest on a financially sustainable foundation by making sure people get the care they need when they need it and controlling costs.

For more information, contact Robert Francis, the ELCA’s Director for Domestic Policy, at robert.francis@elca.org or (202) 626-7936.
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� All quotes from “Caring for Health: Our Shared Endeavor,” an ELCA social statement on health, healing, and health care. The full statement is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements/Health-and-Healthcare.aspx" ��http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements/Health-and-Healthcare.aspx�.





