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ACHIEVING HEALTH CARE REFORM

In the United States, 45.7 million people were uninsured according to the U.S. Census report in 2008.  However, a closer look at more recent data points to a much larger figure, 1 in 3 Americans or 86.7 million people who were uninsured at some point in the last 3 years.  Yet, the United States has lacked significant health reform since Medicare and Medicaid were adopted in 1964.  To address the growing crisis in health care which affects every American through inadequate or declining health care coverage, major gaps in the health care system which lead to life-threatening and costly mistakes, and spiraling costs-- a major contributor to the economic instability of individuals, families and U.S. businesses.   Congress has an opportunity to address the the crisis in health care and the gross inequities caused by a profit-driven health care system.  We call upon them to make enacting health care reform a top priority now. 

The faith community has a particularly important role to play in this conversation because our concern is for the entirety of God’s creation.  As United Methodists, we believe health care is a right.  We have learned that when lives are at stake we cannot and must not walk away from the dialogue until every person has access to needed health care.  That's where voices of faith are so very important to major reform in the U.S. and across the globe.   

Achieving comprehensive health reform in the U.S. illustrates that our priorities are firmly fixed on the welfare of all of humanity and rejects the notion that health care is a commodity available only to those who can afford it.  We call upon Members of Congress to consider the common good for the entirety of people in the U.S. and enact health care reform that covers everyone regardless of their ability to pay.  Thus, a public option is essential to covering those who are unable to pay for health insurance. “Like police and fire protection, health care is best funded through the government’s ability to tax each person equitably and directly fund the provider entities.” (United Methodist Social Principle 162V)

The United Methodist believes that….
Health care is a basic human right.  Providing the care needed to maintain health, prevent disease, and restore health after injury or illness is a responsibility each person owes others and government owes to all, a responsibility government ignores at its peril.  
United Methodist Social Principle 162V

Contact:  Rev. Cynthia Abrams, Director, Alcohol, Other Addictions and Health Care Program
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COMMON PRINCIPLES FOR HEALTHCARE REFORM

Background: The Jewish Council for Public Affairs (JCPA) and United Jewish Communities (UJC) have long been proponents of reform that will serve to strengthen our nation’s health care system. Our advocacy efforts have been propelled by both a moral mandate from our Jewish tradition, and our experience providing healthcare services to millions of vulnerable people across the United States. Our partnership on this issue underscores the fact that health reform represents an opportunity to make common-sense improvements that will enhance the ability of social service providers to assist vulnerable populations and simultaneously ensure that the Jewish obligation to “pursue justice” is manifested in public policy outcomes that promote healthcare for all. We therefore emphasize the following shared principles for healthcare reform.

· Universal Access to Health Services: Judaism teaches: “whoever saves a life, it is as if he saved an entire world.” (Jerusalem Talmud, Sanhedrin 4:1,22a). Our revered sage Maimonides (1135-1204) put healthcare first at the top of his priority list of the ten most important services a government should offer its residents. (Mishneh Torah, Hilchot De’ot IV:23). Yet in 2009, over 46 million Americans lack access to health care and every year 22,000 people in the United States die prematurely simply because they could not access the health services they needed. Any healthcare reform should ensure that every individual and family has access to a doctor, and qualified providers for their care regardless of income or other barriers.

· Caring for the most vulnerable: Healthcare reform should strengthen and enhance Medicaid coverage to serve all low-income people. More than 1/3 of the uninsured live beneath the federal poverty line, and Medicaid is the best option to serve this population as it protects low-income  families from unaffordable out-of-pocket costs, and is designed to cover the unique healthcare needs of vulnerable populations who require comprehensive care. Expanding and strengthening Medicaid should be a critical part of healthcare reform.

· Incorporating long-term services and supports: For enhanced health care access to be a true success, long-term services and supports that include delivery of high quality, affordable and accessible care should be incorporated into reform efforts. These services and supports will lead to a more comprehensive continuum of care that will be able to meet the influx of Baby Boomers who will need supportive services as they age.

· Choice and Affordability: Healthcare reform should preserve and expand the choices available to healthcare consumers. Individuals and families should be able to choose their doctors & health providers, as well as select from a wide range health care plans, including choice of a public option such as one modeled on the Federal Employee Health Benefits Program (FEHBP) which every member of Congress and their families has the means to access. Health reform must also be made more affordable, putting the government on a more sustainable fiscal path, and bringing costs down for families and individuals.
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· Equity: Healthcare reform should end unfair insurance practices that allow companies to discriminate based on pre-existing conditions. It should also address entrenched disparities in access, treatment, research and resources in race, gender, ethnicity, language and geographically-underserved communities.

· Comprehensive Care: Healthcare reform should put forth a standard for health benefits that offers comprehensive coverage, including all medically necessary treatments when people are ill, but also preventive care that will strive to promote wellness in individuals and their families.

For more information, please contact Melissa Boteach at the Jewish Council for Public Affairs

(mboteach@thejcpa.org) or Jonathan Westin at United Jewish Communities

(jonathan.westin@ujc.org).
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Health Care Reform:

A Matter of Responsibility, Faith, and Justice

ELCA Social Statement on Health and Health Care

In 2003, the ELCA adopted a social statement on health and health care entitled, “Caring for Health: Our Shared Endeavor,” 
 which affirms that the “Christian Church is called to be an active participant in fashioning a just and effective health care system.”   The social statement expresses support for the following:

· a comprehensive approach to health care as a shared endeavor among individuals, churches, government, and the wider society; 

· a vision of health care and healing that includes individual, church, and social responsibilities; 

· a vision of a health care system that is based on understanding health, illness, healing, and health care within a coherent set of services; 

· equitable access for all people to basic health care services and to the benefits of public health efforts; 

· faithful moral discernment guiding individual participation and public policymaking in health care services. 
It affirms that “we of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America have an enduring commitment to work for and support health care for all people as a shared endeavor.”  At minimum, that means “each person should have ready access to basic health care services that include preventive, acute, and chronic physical and mental health care at an affordable cost.”
With this in mind, we ask for the following:

1. First and foremost, we believe our elected officials must pass health care reform this year. Our health care system is sick, and nursing it to health must happen now. The cost of inaction – to our nation’s health and its economy – is simply too great. Any delay could mean an opportunity for reform lost for a generation.  

2. In keeping with our faith, we are especially concerned that any health care reform must protect the most vulnerable. This belief is rooted in the biblical call to heal the sick and to serve “the least of these,” our concern for human life and dignity, and the principle of the common good.

3. Finally, we believe that health care reform must be comprehensive, meaning that it must:
· Cover everyone, so that no person relies on an emergency room for their health care or delays treatment because they lack insurance or have been denied coverage;

· Provide quality health coverage choices that are truly affordable to all families regardless of income;

· Protect and enhance the health of lower-income families and children by strengthening Medicaid and SCHIP; 

· Allow people to receive appropriate long-term services and supports that respect their individual choices and needs; and

· Rest on a financially sustainable foundation by making sure people get the care they need when they need it and controlling costs.

For more information, contact Robert Francis, the ELCA’s Director for Domestic Policy, at robert.francis@elca.org or (202) 626-7936.
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Goals for Health Care Reform in the 111th Congress
The FCNL affirms that health care is a human right, and comprehensive health coverage should be universally accessible to all people living in the U.S. regardless of age, gender, citizenship, geographic location, previous or existing health condition, employment status or income level. 
Universal access to comprehensive health care This must include a federally administered public health insurance option that employers, groups, and individuals can purchase, aided by income-based subsidies. At minimum a "catastrophic care" package should be assigned to everyone living in the United States, paid through individual income taxes, until each individual shows evidence of coverage by a public or private comprehensive plan. 

Set national standards for public and employer-sponsored coverage The public health option and all employer-provided plans that qualify for tax credits must provide basic and essential special services, mental, preventative, rehabilitative and long-term care, and insure all individuals that apply for coverage regardless of age, gender, previous or existing health condition. 

Make health care affordable for everyone Better regulation of the private health insurance market will help contain cost growth, while the existence of a public option will make the private health insurance market more transparent and competitive. Other cost protections should include caps on out-of-pocket expenses and a prohibition against lifetime caps on covered services. 

Improve and expand existing public health programs For now, Medicare, Medicaid, SCHIP and public health clinics will continue to be necessary to serve low-income, disabled, elderly and other vulnerable populations. We suggest improvements in these programs to make them more accessible and effective. 

Fair financing Comprehensive health care reform should be financed with progressive tax revenues (graduated by income) and savings from making the current health care system more efficient. 

For more information on FCNL’s principles for health care reform, 

visit www.fcnl.org/healthcare 
Or contact Emily Rhodes, Rhodes@fcnl.org 

More than 45 million Americans— disproportionately African-Americans, Hispanics and the working poor— are uninsured. As a result, they lack ready access to care, which causes unnecessary deaths, increases morbidity among the acutely and chronically ill and results in higher costs. This situation is immoral and intolerable.

As an Anabaptist Christian community, we believe that a biblically-compatible healthcare system will:

· celebrate God's generous provision of resources, assuring enough for everyone when shared equitably by all;

· promote the flourishing of the whole community, including each of its members;

· protect the well-being of the weakest and most vulnerable members of society,

· cultivate stewardship of God's resources.

We confess our own failure to act consistently upon these values. We commit ourselves, by God's grace, to do so more faithfully. We also call upon the U.S. Congress to support bipartisan legislation that assures access without barriers to affordable, basic, quality healthcare for all. Specifically, we urge Congress to:

Support a healthcare system in which risks, costs and responsibility are shared by all

There is enough for all, if all share healthcare resources, recognize limits and seek to be caretakers of health. We can learn from the experience of countries with exemplary records of assuring access and controlling costs. In these countries, healthcare is seen as a human or social right that helps bind a society together. Those with means help to shoulder the cost for those without, and costs are controlled with cooperative bargaining power.

Eliminate financial and health status as barriers to healthcare access

Our faith tradition teaches us that special care is to be extended to the weakest and most vulnerable members of society. Healthcare for all joins the United States with all other developed countries in providing basic, affordable healthcare for all.

Strengthen public health systems in order to help create healthy communities

In order to effect long-term improvement in our nation's overall health, increasing access to healthcare must go hand in hand with improving public health and reducing poverty. Public health measures will help eliminate unhealthy environmental factors, provide education and incentives for healthy life-style choices and inform the public about the effectiveness and efficiency of healthcare measures.

Support and strengthen public insurance programs

for vulnerable populations while comprehensive reform is being enacted

Programs such as Medicaid and the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) currently provide health coverage for more than 50 million individuals— including children and adults in low-income families, the elderly and the disabled. Still, many people who need coverage do not qualify and many states and programs don't cover needed services.

The quality of healthcare delivery is profoundly uneven— even for those with insurance— and sizable healthcare costs are due to advertising, administration and redundant tests. No system can afford to give everyone every medical procedure or treatment that they want or from which they might benefit.
From Healthcare Access: Public Policy Advocacy Guide, Mennonite Church USA, 2007
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� All quotes from “Caring for Health: Our Shared Endeavor,” an ELCA social statement on health, healing, and health care. The full statement is available at �HYPERLINK "http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements/Health-and-Healthcare.aspx"�http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements/Health-and-Healthcare.aspx�.





